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Bibliography of His Library Borrowings, 1878-1894, by Billie
Andrew Inman. (New York; Garland Publishing, 1990), Nineteenth-

Century Prose 19 (1991), 6-64.
Praises not only the "indefatigable scholarship" by which
Inman unearthed and compiled the library borrowings of
Pater, but also the extended commentaries she provides on
his uses of the various borrowed volumes, not only in
individual works but in the interrelation of those works,
so that one can trace patterns of overt and disguised use
of sources. Conlon also notes the many details of Pater's
career as an Oxford don, and of University routine gen-
erally, that Inman provides in this "extraordinarily
invaluable" work.

Cox, Jeffrey. Religion in Victorian Britain, 4 vols., ed.

Gerald Parsons. (Manchester: Manchester U.P. in association
with the Open University; distributed in U.S. and Canada by
St. Martin's Press, 1988). Nineteenth-Century Prose,

18 (1991), 111-113.
A set of texts designed as the core material for coursework
for the Open University. Cox states that the work is "the
best available introduction to the state of scholarship on
Victorian religion, one useful to historians as well as
scholars in almost any related discipline." The only flaws
Cox can identify are lack of attention to the role of women
and to missions.

Inman, Billie Andrew. Transfigured World: Walter Pater's
Aesthetic Historicism, by Carolyn Williams. (Ithaca and
London: Cornell University Press, 1990), Nineteenth-Century
Prose, 18 (1990), 39-42.

"For Williams, interpreting Pater, history projects above
the realities of existence a world in which facts are
transfigured; and as, for Pater, the aesthetic poet 'takes
possession' of that 'transfigured world' and 'sublimates
beyond it another still fainter and more spectral, which

is literally an artificial or "earthly paradise,"' so, for
Williams, Pater takes possession of history, transmutes it
into literary texts resembling a plastic background, and
forms from and upon this ground a representative figure, in
relief." (p. 40)

"As used by Williams in reference to Pater, [Aestheticism]
denotes a method of seeing, i.e, first, an intense engage-
ment with the object perceived and, second, a disengagement
that allows the inward impression to be externalized and
then to 'fall back' into the stream of historical recollec-
tion, where it can be 'reconceived, reconstituted,
remembered.'" (p. 41)

Inman is generally very favorable in her treatment of the
book, except for Part Four, treating Plato and Platonism
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and the Greek essays, which lacks the "thoroughgoing
interpretation" of the book's earlier sections.

Keefe, Robert. Walter Pater and His Reading, 1874-1877..., by
Billie Andrew Inman, ELT, 34 (1991), 349-352.

Keefe is impressed by Inman's "indispensable" work. The
density of the text makes for rewarding reading, at the
same time its difficulty requires patience. He gquestions
the wisdom of Garland in including the book in its
"Reference Library of the Humanities," as it is not really
equipped to be used to extract information gquickly, lacking
adequate indexing and a fuller bibliography.

Kelsall, Malcolm. Rediscovering Hellenism: The Hellenic Inheri-
tance and the English Imagination, ed. G. W. Clarke
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), RES, 42 (1991),
297-298.

A very enthusiastic review. Kelsall praises especially
Frank Turner on the development of Victorian Hellenism from
18th-century historiography and Stephen Prickett's
"'Hebrew' versus 'Hellene' as a Principle of Literary
Criticism.

Lawler, Donald. Oscar Wilde: The Works of a Conformist Rebel,

by Norbert Kohl (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989),

MCL, 48 [1991), 285-284.
A substantial work, welcomed with reservations. Originally
published in Germany in 1980, a thorough, text-centered
study. Lawler finds fault in the failure to revise in the
light of recent work, and in the filleting of what in the
original was a substantial and useful bibliography.

Moye, Richard H. Transfigured World: Walter Pater's Aesthetic
Historicism, by Carolyn Williams. Clio, 20 (1991), 198-202.
Moye praises the book as a solid contribution to Pater

studies, especially for the depth and rigor of Williams'
scholarship.

Riede, David. Transfigured World..., by Carolyn Williams, and

R. M. Seiler, ed., Walter Pater: A Life Remembered

(Calgary: The University of Calgary Press, 1987), Vs, 35

(1991), 101-103.
Riede finds little that is of critical interest in Seiler's
compilation of reminiscences by Pater's contemporaries.
The most noteworthy phrase that Riede guotes is Henry
James's description of Pater as "the mask without the
face." 1In contrast, Riede's review of Williams' study is
extremely laudatory: "In addition to her superb analysis of
the style and thought of Pater's individual writings, she
demonstrates that Pater was far more philosophically
coherent and complex, and of far more interest for
contemporary critical thought, than has previously been
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recognized. Her book 1s the best critical study on Pater
yet written." (p. 103)

Strickland, Dianne. Worlds of Art: Painters in Victorian
Society, by Paula Gillett. Nineteenth-Century Prose. 18
(1991),; 102~105.

The stated aim of the book is to show the role of art and
artists in the broader context of 19th-century social and
cultural history. Strickland concludes that Gillett does
meet her aim. The complexity of the material presents some
pitfalls, however, and Strickland notes that perhaps a
tighter overall structure to the book, and trimming
interesting yet inessential details, would have made a fine
book even better.

Dissertations

Low, Andrew Lyons. Georg Lukacs and the Decadent Historical
Novel: Objectification and Form in Flaubert, Stifter and Pater
Ph.D. Cornell Uniwversity, 1991. Order No. DA9113371. DAI
51, 12 (1991), 4111A-4112A.

Marius, Salummbo, and Stifter's Witiko are reexamined as
Lukacs's models of literary and cultural decadence. Low's
thesis is that Lukacs' critical categories should permit
the accommodation of the "decadent" or "reified moment"
rather than opposing it. While agreeing with Lukacs that
all three texts "cultivate what might be called a poverty
of meaning," nevertheless it is possible to distinguish
"kinds and functions of meaninglessness.

Moye, Richard Hamilton. "Clio's Fictions" and the Case of Walter
Pater: Narrative Form and Historical Understanding, Ancient
Models and Modern Constructions. Ph.D. Columbia University,
1990. Order No. DAS118617. DAI 52, 2 (1991), 550A.

Moye seeks to examine the relation between the construction
of history and the function of narrative in establishing
order and meaning to experience in both Pater and 19th-
century historiography. The development of Pater's histor-
ical thought is traced from The Renaissance to Plato and
Platonism.

Tuss, Alex Joseph. The Inward Revolution: Troubled Young Men in
Victorian Fiction, 1850-1880. Phd. Fordham University, 1991.
Order No. DA9127048. DAI 52, 4 (1991), 1345A-1346A.
A study of the young middle-class male character in
periodical literature and the novel. Selections from Pater
are used to supplement the main texts considered.




